
The 4th Medjugorje Peace Conference
Come and be touched by Our Lady Queen of Peace

of Medjugorje on this Day of Prayer
Saturday 3 March 2018

9am to 4:30pm
St. Mark’s Catholic Church
9 Lee Street, Fawkner, VIC

Cnr of Sydney Rd, Opposite Fawkner Train Station
on the Upfield Line.  (Melway: 17 H5)

Special Guest - Sacred Concert
David Parkes

from Ireland/Medjugorje
Listen to his incredible witness 

through a world-wide singing ministry
David is a renowned international 
singer and witness on Medjugorje 
who has performed in front of more 
than a million people over the past 25 
years.  He currently works for Marian 
Pilgrimages, Ireland and as well as 

entertaining us with his beautiful singing, he will tell his amazing 
story of his miraculous healing of Crohns Disease in 1989 in 
Medjugorje.

It has been 20 years since David has visited our shores and 
he has given his witness to tens of thousands of people world-
wide.  David’s concerts are unique, humorous and spiritually 
inspirational.  Hear him sing Let Me Live (the song that he was 
told would ruin his career but in fact, launched it) and a selection 
of songs from his seven CDs.  See inside for full tour details.

Fr. Andrew Grace
Fr. Grace is a dynamic priest with a strong Marian devotion whose 
religious vocation came from his visit to Medjugorje and the prayers 
of his parents.  His conversion story back to the Faith is amazing and 
deeply inspiring. He regularly takes pilgrimages to Medjugorje.
PP, Sacred Heart, Griffith, NSW.

Fr. Peter Ferwerda
Fr. Peter has been a regular presenter on 
the Spirit of Life programme on Channel 
31 for the last two years discussing the 
messages of Medjugorje, a place he has 
visited many times that finally helped him 
to discern his vocation to the priesthood in 
2006.  PP, Our Lady Help of Christians, 
Heathcote, Vic.

 Enquiries, contact: Kathryn - (03) 9830 5489 (kathryn@oconnortravelworld.com.au) or
  John - (03) 9830 4386 (sales@divinemercy.com.au)

          Collections will be taken to cover costs of this conference. (BYO lunch)
FREE

ENTRY!

Fr. Eugene Ashkar
Fr. Eugene will give a personal witness 
of his experiences in Medjugorje while 
practising his ministry and how he grew 
deeper in his role as a priest.  He is a strong 
believer in the need of the powerful touch 
and help of Our Lady in these times. Those 
who seek it will always have it.
PP, St. Mary’s, Seymour, Vic.

FREE
ENTRY!

Brought to you by O’Connor Travel World, a pilgrimage apostolate 
consecrated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, and Divine Mercy Publications, Melbourne.

PUT THIS IN THE 
“NOT TO BE MISSED” 

SECTION OF
YOUR DIARY!

Robert Matek
Born of Croation parents, Robert has 
been the official translator for his friend, 
visionary Ivan Dragicevic of Medjugorje, 
on Ivan’s last three visits to Australia.  
He will talk on the profound effect Our 
Lady of Medjugorje has had on the 
world and on his own spiritual journey.  
Parramatta, NSW.

John Canavan
John is the Director of Divine Mercy 
Publications in Australia and one of the 
organisers of the Conference.  He will be 
the MC for the day.
Camberwell, Vic.

Available soon

on DVD!

Pre-Orders

are welcome!



Aleteia Newspaper - Thursday, 7 December 2017
“The devotion of Medjugorje is allowed.

It’s not prohibited and need not be done in secret ...”
confirmed Archbishop Henryk Hoser of Warsaw-Praga, Poland, now some months after being sent 
to Medjugorje by Pope Francis to evaluate not the veracity of the apparitions, but the state of the 
pastoral care being provided to the thousands of pilgrims who flock to the site every year.

Formerly, pilgrimages to the site were not to be organised by official Church groups, though the 
faithful could make them privately or through other organisations. Now, the stance on officially-
organised pilgrimages will open.

“My mission is precisely to analyse the pastoral situation and propose improvements,” the 
archbishop told Aleteia, about his assignment at the shrine in Bosnia & Herzegovina, which has 
attracted millions of people since Marian apparitions reportedly began there in 1981.

 “Today, dioceses and other institutions can organise official pilgrimages. It’s no longer a problem,” 
explained the archbishop, speaking from his residence in Warsaw. “Pope Francis recently asked an 
Albanian cardinal to give his blessing to the faithful present in Medjugorje,” he added.

 “The decree of the former episcopal conference of what used to be Yugoslavia, which, before 
the Balkans war, advised against pilgrimages to Medjugorje organised by bishops, is no longer 
relevant,” he said.

Il Giornale Newspaper - Sunday, 10 December 2017
“It is true what I said, although perhaps it was a bit exaggerated in tone [when reported], but it is 
absolutely authentic that pilgrimages of prayer can be organised in Medjugorje without any 
problem, provided they are spiritual and do not concern the apparitions of Our Lady to the seers.

 In the meantime, I can say that the Marian cult in Medjugorje is absolutely not forbidden, indeed! 
It is always accessible, because it is universal. You do not need any authorisation, in short, to pray 
to Our Lady!

We need to distinguish between worship and apparitions. If a bishop wants to organise a prayer 
pilgrimage to Medjugorje to pray to Our Lady, he can do it without a problem. But if it is an 
organised pilgrimage to go there for the apparitions, we cannot, there is no authorisation to do it.”  
[And why?]  “Because the problem of the visionaries is not yet solved. They are working at the 
Vatican. The document is with the Secretariat of State and must be awaited. And of course we need 
a pronouncement from the Pope who was able to study the report of the commission presided over 
by Cardinal Ruini.”

Official Pilgrimages to Medjugorje will be Authorised



David Parkes’ only other appearance in Victoria will be for a special concert for the Sisters 
of Nazareth at ‘Nazareth House Chapel’, 16 Cornell Street, Camberwell East, Melbourne. 
Date: Friday 2 March, 2018 - 7pm Holy Mass, 7:30pm to 9pm Witness.

All welcome!  Be early as seating is limited.  This concert will be memorable for David, as Nazareth House was 
David’s first place he performed 25 years ago in 1993.

PLEASE 
NOTE:

PLEASE 
NOTE:

2018 Australian Tour Dates

“Dear children!
At this time, in a special way I call you:

‘pray with the heart’.
Little children, you speak much and pray little. 

Read and meditate on Sacred Scripture, and may 
the words written in it be life for you.  I encourage 

and love you, so that in God you may find your 
peace and the joy of living.

Thank you for having responded to my call.”
(Our Lady, Queen of Peace, 25 February, 2012)

Date Time Venue Enquiries
Thursday
22 February    WA

7:30pm to 9pm Trinity College, Gibney Hall
2 Trinity Ave, East Perth

Eileen - 0407 471 256
Yolanda - 0413 707 707

Saturday
24 February NSW

2pm to 4pm St. James’ Catholic Church
2 Woolley St, Glebe, NSW

Therese - (02) 9651 3028  
or  0422 678 799
John & Helen -
(02) 4733 4274  or
0418 690 159

Sunday
25 February

NSW

2:30pm to 4pm Our Lady of the Rosary 
Catholic Church
26 Swanston St, St. Marys, NSW

Tuesday
27 February

ACT

5:30pm Holy Mass
6pm Supper
6:30pm to 8pm 
Testimonies

St. Benedict’s Catholic 
Catholic Church
Cnr Stuart Ave and 
Jerrabomberra Ave, 
Narrabundah, ACT

Parish Office -
(02) 6295 7879

Wednesday
28 February NSW

7:30pm to 9pm Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Warrambool St, Griffith

Parish Office -
(02) 6962 1533

Friday
2 March

VIC

7pm Holy Mass
7:30pm to 9pm 
Witness

Nazareth House Chapel
16 Cornell St, Camberwell East

Divine Mercy Publications - 
(03) 9830 4386 or
John - 0438 392 379
(sales@divinemercy.com.au)

Saturday
3 March

Medjugorje Peace
Conference

VIC

9am to 4:30pm St. Mark’s Catholic Church
9 Lee Street, Fawkner, VIC
Cnr of Sydney Rd,
Opposite Fawkner Train Station
on the Upfield Line.
(Melway: 17 H5)

Kathryn - (03) 9830 5489
(kathryn@oconnortravelworld.com.au) 
or John - (03) 9830 4386 
(sales@divinemercy.com.au)



Medjugorje Peace Conference Programme
Saturday 3 March, 2018

8:30am Parish Rosary
9:00 Holy Mass - Fr. Colin Xavier, PP
9:45 Priest witness - Fr. Andrew Grace
10:30 Morning Break
11:00 Personal witness - Robert Matek
11:15 Sacred Concert and witness by David Parkes, Part 1
12:00pm Lunch
1:00 Sacred Concert and witness by David Parkes, Part 2
2:00 Priest witness - Fr. Peter Ferwerda
2:15 Priest witness - Fr. Eugene Ashkar
2:30 Afternoon Break
3:00 Holy Hour: The Divine Mercy Chaplet,
 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
4:00 Personal Witness - Kathryn O’Connor,
 O’Connor Travel World Pilgrimage Apostolate
4:15 Conference conclusion by John Canavan MC 

“Dear children!
May this time be for you a time of prayer 

and silence.  Rest your body and spirit, 
may they be in God’s love.

Permit me, little children, to lead you, 
open your hearts to the Holy Spirit so that 

all the good that is in you may blossom 
and bear fruit one hundred fold.

Begin and end the day with prayer 
with the heart.  Thank you for having 

responded to my call.”
(Our Lady, Queen of Peace, 25 July, 2011)

On the day of the conference, David Parkes’ CDs and other Medjugorje-related items (DVDs, Books, 
Images, Hand-made Medjugorje Peace Chaplets, Rosaries, etc.) will be available for purchase.

 Note: This flyer can be downloaded from - www.divinemercy.com.au or
  www.oconnortravelworld.com.au

FREE
ENTRY!


